
CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT PETITION FORM 
 

Section 104.185, Florida Statutes – A person who knowingly signs a petition or petitions for a candidate, a minor political party, or an issue more 
than one time commits a misdemeanor of the first degree, punishable as provided in s.775.082, Florida Statutes or s.775.083, Florida Statutes. 

 

I am a registered voter of Florida and hereby petition the Secretary of 
State to place the following amendment to the Florida Constitution on 
the ballot in the general election. 
 

 
Name_____________________________________________________            
(Please print name as it appears on voter I.D. card) 
 
Street Address______________________________________________ 
 
City_______________________ Zip_____________________________ 
 
County_____________________________________ _______________ 
 
Date of Birth    ____/_____/______ 
 

___________________________                 Date___________ 
        Signature of Registered Voter                                             Date Signed 
 

                                                           

Name of paid circulator 

                                                                                                

Address of paid circulator 
 

FULL TEXT OF PROPOSED AMENDMENT:  BE IT 
ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF FLORIDA THAT: 

 

 

TITLE: Florida Growth Management 
Initiative Giving Citizens the Right 
to Decide Local Growth 
Management Plan Changes 

 

SUMMARY:  Allows Floridians to call 
for voter approval of changes to 
local growth management plans 
through a citizen petition.  Voter 
approval of growth management 
plan changes will be required if 10% 
of the voters in the city or county 
sign a petition calling for such a 
referendum.  Defines terms and 
establishes petition 
requirements.     

a) Statement and Purpose: 
The Legislature has enacted growth management and land use planning legislation; these laws do not provide for voters’ direct approval of the resulting plans or amendments. The purpose of this amendment is to provide a 
limited opportunity for voters to approve or disapprove these plans or amendments. Because thousands of growth management plans and amendments are adopted statewide each year, this amendment would limit such 
referenda to situations where a sufficient number of persons file a petition seeking such a referendum during a set period of time. The criteria for signing and filing a petition are intended to demonstrate that there is 
substantial interest in a referendum, and are based, in part, on existing Section 550.175, Fla. Stat. This amendment is intended to modify existing law, permit flexibility in future growth management-related legislation (except 
rules which would affect voters’ ability to petition for referenda), and pre-empt or supersede recent proposals to subject all comprehensive land use plans and amendments to votes, thus balancing competing interests without 
over-burdening voters.  

 
b) Amendment of Florida Constitution: 
Art. II, Section 7, Fla. Const., is amended by inserting the following new subsection at the end thereof, to read: 

“Florida Growth Management Initiative Petitions.” 
“a) In addition to any power or ability of voters to participate in growth management planning processes provided by this Section or by general law, the registered voters of a local government may offer a Florida Growth 
Management Initiative Petition regarding any growth management plan or amendment to such a plan.  
“b) If a valid and sufficient Florida Growth Management Initiative Petition is filed and verified by the appropriate election authorities for a local government, the local government shall conduct a referendum approving or 
disapproving the specific growth management plan or amendment.  The referendum shall be conducted as provided by applicable general law of the State or the local government.  If a plan or amendment is disapproved in 
such a referendum, it is not effective and may not be adopted or implemented by the local government or relied on by others. The fact that a plan or amendment has been the subject of a referendum under this Section does 
not preclude future changes to that plan or amendment, or exempt such changes from these or other procedures and requirements. If a valid and sufficient Florida Growth Management Initiative Petition is not filed for a 
particular plan or amendment, notwithstanding any other provision of this Section or of general law, no referendum on that particular plan or amendment shall be held pursuant to this Section.  
 “c) Definitions: For purposes of this section, the following terms shall have the following meanings: 

“1) ‘Local government’ means a county or municipality. 
“2) ‘Growth management plan’ means a plan to guide and control future land development in an area under the jurisdiction of a local government, including a comprehensive land use plan or similar document, and 

includes amendments to such plans, however described. 
“3) ‘Florida Growth Management Initiative Petition’ means a written petition, on a form designated for that purpose, containing and describing all elements of the applicable growth management plan or amendment, and 

otherwise conforming in all respects to any requirements imposed by general law. Not more than one applicable growth management plan or amendment may be included in any one petition. 
“4) ‘Offer a Florida Growth Management Initiative Petition’ means, in addition to any other requirement imposed by general law, that one or more individuals registered to vote for elections of a local government may 

complete a Florida Growth Management Initiative Petition form and deposit the form with the County Supervisor of Elections or City Clerk (or similar election authority for the local government). The individuals completing the 
form must provide identification information, including name, address, telephone numbers, any Internet address or website owned, operated or used by the individuals which contains or will contain information on the 
particular plan or amendment which is the subject of the Petition, and any information indicating whether they have a financial interest in the particular plan or amendment which is the subject of the Petition (including 
interests involving personal, commercial or other land uses affected by the plan or amendment), and if so, describing the financial interest. The identification information shall be made available to the public, along with notice 
of the availability of the Petition; posting of this information on the Internet, in a manner reasonably calculated by the election authority to inform the public, shall be considered sufficient public availability of this information. 
Individuals who are registered voters of the local government and who are in favor of holding a referendum on the particular growth management plan or amendment shall be permitted to sign the Florida Growth 
Management Initiative Petition; a signature shall be affixed in a manner which clearly indicates that the signer is in favor of holding the referendum. Every signature upon every Florida Growth Management Initiative Petition 
must be signed at the office of the appropriate County Supervisor of Elections or City Clerk (or similar election authority for the local government), and the signer must present at the time of such signing evidence showing the 
person's qualification as a voter of the local government at the time of the signing of the petition. Once the appropriate County Supervisor of Elections or City Clerk (or similar election authority for the local government) 
determines that, prior to verification, the Florida Growth Management Initiative Petition contains the facially-valid original signatures of at least ten percent of persons registered to vote in elections of the local government, the 
election authority shall notify the persons who completed and deposited the petition form. The election authority shall inquire if the persons wish to offer the Florida Growth Management Initiative Petition for verification of the 
signatures; if the persons wish to offer the Florida Growth Management Initiative Petition, the election authority shall verify the signatures, with any costs paid by the offering persons, and consider the Petition offered and 
submitted.  

“5) ‘Valid and sufficient Florida Growth Management Initiative Petition’ means a written petition containing the valid original signatures of at least 10 percent of persons registered to vote in elections of the local 
government, and which is offered and submitted to the appropriate County Supervisor of Elections or City Clerk (or similar election authority for the local government) within sixty days from the date of the first signature on 
the petition.”  
 

c) Effective Date and Severability: 
This amendment shall be self-executing and effective on the date it is approved by the electorate. If any portion of this measure is held invalid for any reason, the remaining portion of this measure, to the fullest extent possible, 
shall be severed from the void portion and given the fullest possible force and application. 

 

RETURN TO: Floridians for Smarter Growth 
 P.O. Box 532018 
           Orlando, Florida 32853-2018     

 

Pd. pol. adv. paid for and sponsored by Floridians for Smarter Growth, Inc., PO Box 532018, Orlando, FL 32853-2018. 

For Office Use Only:                    Serial Number: _______________
 

                                                   Date Approved: _______________
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