
Reference:  

Article II, Section 8(h)(1); Article III, Subsections 8(b), 16(b) and (f), 19(f)(3); Article IV, Subsections 3
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Ballot Title:  

Restructuring the State Cabinet 

Ballot Summary:  

Merges cabinet offices of treasurer and comptroller into one chief financial officer; reduces cabinet 
membership to chief financial officer, attorney general, agriculture commissioner; secretary of state 
and education commissioner eliminated from elected cabinet; secretary of state duties defined by law; 
changes composition of state board of education from governor and cabinet to board appointed by 
governor; board appoints education commissioner; defines state board of administration, trustees of 
internal improvement trust fund, land acquisition trust fund. 

Full Text:  

  

ARTICLE II 

GENERAL PROVISIONS 

SECTION 8.  Ethics in government.--A public office is a public trust. The people shall have the right to
secure and sustain that trust against abuse. To assure this right: 

(h)  Schedule--On the effective date of this amendment and until changed by law: 

(1)  Full and public disclosure of financial interests shall mean filing with the custodian secretary of 
state records by July 1 of each year a sworn statement showing net worth and identifying each asset 
and liability in excess of $1,000 and its value together with one of the following: 

a.  A copy of the person's most recent federal income tax return; or 

b.  A sworn statement which identifies each separate source and amount of income which exceeds
$1,000. The forms for such source disclosure and the rules under which they are to be filed shall be
prescribed by the independent commission established in subsection (f), and such rules shall include
disclosure of secondary sources of income. 

ARTICLE III 

LEGISLATURE 

SECTION 8.  Executive approval and veto.-- 



(b)  When a bill or any specific appropriation of a general appropriation bill has been vetoed, by the 
governor, he shall transmit his signed objections thereto to the house in which the bill originated if in 
session. If that house is not in session, the governor he shall file them with the custodian secretary of 
state records, who shall lay them before that house at its next regular or special session, and they
shall be entered on its journal. 

SECTION 16.  Legislative apportionment.-- 

(b)  FAILURE OF LEGISLATURE TO APPORTION; JUDICIAL REAPPORTIONMENT.  In the event a
special apportionment session of the legislature finally adjourns without adopting a joint resolution of
apportionment, the attorney general shall, within five days, petition the supreme court of the state to
make such apportionment. No later than the sixtieth day after the filing of such petition, the supreme
court shall file with the custodian secretary of state records an order making such apportionment. 

(f)  JUDICIAL REAPPORTIONMENT.  Should an extraordinary apportionment session fail to adopt a
resolution of apportionment or should the supreme court determine that the apportionment made is
invalid, the court shall, not later than sixty days after receiving the petition of the attorney general, file
with the custodian secretary of state records an order making such apportionment. 

SECTION 19.  State Budgeting, Planning and Appropriations Processes.-- 

(f)  TRUST FUNDS. 

(2)  State trust funds in existence before the effective date of this subsection shall terminate not more
than four years after the effective date of this subsection. State trust funds created after the effective
date of this subsection shall terminate not more than four years after the effective date of the act
authorizing the creation of the trust fund. By law the legislature may set a shorter time period for
which any trust fund is authorized. 

(3)  Trust funds required by federal programs or mandates; trust funds established for bond 
covenants, indentures, or resolutions, whose revenues are legally pledged by the state or public body
to meet debt service or other financial requirements of any debt obligations of the state or any public
body; the state transportation trust fund; the trust fund containing the net annual proceeds from the
Florida Education Lotteries; the Florida retirement trust fund; trust funds for institutions under the
management of the Board of Regents, where such trust funds are for auxiliary enterprises and
contracts, grants, and donations, as those terms are defined by general law; trust funds that serve as
clearing funds or accounts for the chief financial officer comptroller or state agencies; trust funds that 
account for assets held by the state in a trustee capacity as an agent or fiduciary for individuals,
private organizations, or other governmental units; and other trust funds authorized by this
Constitution, are not subject to the requirements set forth in paragraph (2) of this subsection. 

ARTICLE IV 

EXECUTIVE 

SECTION 3.  Succession to office of governor; acting governor.-- 

(b)  Upon impeachment of the governor and until completion of trial thereof, or during the governor’s
his physical or mental incapacity, the lieutenant governor shall act as governor. Further succession as
acting governor shall be prescribed by law. Incapacity to serve as governor may be determined by the



supreme court upon due notice after docketing of a written suggestion thereof by three four cabinet 
members, and in such case restoration of capacity shall be similarly determined after docketing of
written suggestion thereof by the governor, the legislature or three four cabinet members. Incapacity 
to serve as governor may also be established by certificate filed with the custodian of state records
secretary of state by the governor declaring his incapacity for physical reasons to serve as governor,
and in such case restoration of capacity shall be similarly established. 

SECTION 4.  Cabinet.-- 

(a)  There shall be a cabinet composed of a secretary of state, an attorney general, a comptroller, a 
chief financial officer treasurer, and a commissioner of agriculture and a commissioner of education. 
In addition to the powers and duties specified herein, they shall exercise such powers and perform
such duties as may be prescribed by law. In the event of a tie vote of the governor and cabinet, the 
side on which the governor voted shall be deemed to prevail. 

(b)  The secretary of state shall keep the records of the official acts of the legislative and executive
departments. 

(b)(c)  The attorney general shall be the chief state legal officer. There is created in the office of the
attorney general the position of statewide prosecutor. The statewide prosecutor shall have concurrent
jurisdiction with the state attorneys to prosecute violations of criminal laws occurring or having
occurred, in two or more judicial circuits as part of a related transaction, or when any such offense is
affecting or has affected two or more judicial circuits as provided by general law. The statewide
prosecutor shall be appointed by the attorney general from not less than three persons nominated by
the judicial nominating commission for the supreme court, or as otherwise provided by general law. 

(c)(d)  The chief financial officer comptroller shall serve as the chief fiscal officer of the state, and
shall settle and approve accounts against the state, and. 

(e)  The treasurer shall keep all state funds and securities. He shall disburse state funds only upon 
the order of the comptroller. Such order may be in any form and may require the disbursement of
state funds by electronic means or by means of a magnetic tape or any other transfer medium. 

(d)(f)  The commissioner of agriculture shall have supervision of matters pertaining to agriculture 
except as otherwise provided by law. 

(e)  The governor as chair, the chief financial officer, and the attorney general shall constitute the
state board of administration, which shall succeed to all the power, control, and authority of the state
board of administration established pursuant to Article IX, Section 16 of the Constitution of 1885, and
which shall continue as a body at least for the life of Article XII, Section 9(c). 

(f)  The governor as chair, the chief financial officer, the attorney general, and the commissioner of
agriculture shall constitute the trustees of the internal improvement trust fund and the land acquisition
trust fund as provided by law. 

(g)  The governor as chair, the chief financial officer, the attorney general, and the commissioner of
agriculture shall constitute the agency head of the Department of Law Enforcement. 

(g)  The commissioner of education shall supervise the public education system in the manner
prescribed by law. 



SECTION 7.  Suspensions; filling office during suspensions.-- 

(a)  By executive order stating the grounds and filed with the custodian secretary of state records, the 
governor may suspend from office any state officer not subject to impeachment, any officer of the
militia not in the active service of the United States, or any county officer, for malfeasance,
misfeasance, neglect of duty, drunkenness, incompetence, permanent inability to perform his official 
duties, or commission of a felony, and may fill the office by appointment for the period of suspension.
The suspended officer may at any time before removal be reinstated by the governor. 

SECTION 8.  Clemency.-- 

(a)  Except in cases of treason and in cases where impeachment results in conviction, the governor
may, by executive order filed with the custodian secretary of state records, suspend collection of fines 
and forfeitures, grant reprieves not exceeding sixty days and, with the approval of two three members 
of the cabinet, grant full or conditional pardons, restore civil rights, commute punishment, and remit
fines and forfeitures for offenses. 

ARTICLE VIII 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

SECTION 1.  Counties.-- 

(i)  COUNTY ORDINANCES.  Each county ordinance shall be filed with the custodian secretary of 
state records and shall become effective at such time thereafter as is provided by general law. 

ARTICLE IX 

EDUCATION 

SECTION 2.  State board of education.--The governor and the members of the cabinet shall
constitute a state board of education, which shall be a body corporate and have such supervision of 
the system of free public education as is provided by law. The state board of education shall consist 
of seven members appointed by the governor to staggered 4-year terms, subject to confirmation by 
the senate. The state board of education shall appoint the commissioner of education. 

ARTICLE XI 

AMENDMENTS 

SECTION 2.  Revision commission.-- 

(c)  Each constitution revision commission shall convene at the call of its chairman, adopt its rules of
procedure, examine the constitution of the state, hold public hearings, and, not later than one
hundred eighty days prior to the next general election, file with the custodian secretary of state 
records its proposal, if any, of a revision of this constitution or any part of it. 

SECTION 3.  Initiative.--The power to propose the revision or amendment of any portion or portions 
of this constitution by initiative is reserved to the people, provided that, any such revision or
amendment, except for those limiting the power of government to raise revenue, shall embrace but



one subject and matter directly connected therewith. It may be invoked by filing with the custodian
secretary of state records a petition containing a copy of the proposed revision or amendment, signed 
by a number of electors in each of one half of the congressional districts of the state, and of the state
as a whole, equal to eight percent of the votes cast in each of such districts respectively and in the
state as a whole in the last preceding election in which presidential electors were chosen. 

SECTION 4.  Constitutional convention.-- 

(a)  The power to call a convention to consider a revision of the entire constitution is reserved to the
people. It may be invoked by filing with the custodian secretary of state records a petition, containing 
a declaration that a constitutional convention is desired, signed by a number of electors in each of
one half of the congressional districts of the state, and of the state as a whole, equal to fifteen per
cent of the votes cast in each such district respectively and in the state as a whole in the last
preceding election of presidential electors. 

(b)  At the next general election held more than ninety days after the filing of such petition there shall
be submitted to the electors of the state the question: "Shall a constitutional convention be held?" If a
majority voting on the question votes in the affirmative, at the next succeeding general election there
shall be elected from each representative district a member of a constitutional convention. On the
twenty-first day following that election, the convention shall sit at the capital, elect officers, adopt rules
of procedure, judge the election of its membership, and fix a time and place for its future meetings.
Not later than ninety days before the next succeeding general election, the convention shall cause to
be filed with the custodian secretary of state records any revision of this constitution proposed by it. 

SECTION 5.  Amendment or revision election.-- 

(a)  A proposed amendment to or revision of this constitution, or any part of it, shall be submitted to
the electors at the next general election held more than ninety days after the joint resolution, initiative
petition or report of revision commission, constitutional convention or taxation and budget reform
commission proposing it is filed with the custodian secretary of state records, unless, pursuant to law
enacted by the affirmative vote of three-fourths of the membership of each house of the legislature 
and limited to a single amendment or revision, it is submitted at an earlier special election held more
than ninety days after such filing. 

SECTION 6.  Taxation and budget reform commission.-- 

(e)  The commission shall hold public hearings as it deems necessary to carry out its responsibilities
under this section. The commission shall issue a report of the results of the review carried out, and
propose to the legislature any recommended statutory changes related to the taxation or budgetary
laws of the state. Not later than one hundred eighty days prior to the general election in the second
year following the year in which the commission is established, the commission shall file with the
custodian secretary of state records its proposal, if any, of a revision of this constitution or any part of 
it dealing with taxation or the state budgetary process. 

ARTICLE XII 

SCHEDULE 

SECTION 9.  Bonds.-- 



(c)  MOTOR VEHICLE FUEL TAXES. 

(2)  Article IX, Section 16, of the Constitution of 1885, as amended, is adopted by this reference as a
part of this revision as completely as though incorporated herein verbatim for the purpose of providing
that after the effective date of this revision the proceeds of the "second gas tax" as referred to therein
shall be allocated among the several counties in accordance with the formula stated therein to the
extent necessary to comply with all obligations to or for the benefit of holders of bonds, revenue
certificates and tax anticipation certificates or any refundings thereof secured by any portion of the
"second gas tax." 

(4)  Subject to the requirements of paragraph (2) of this subsection and after payment of
administrative expenses, the "second gas tax" shall be allocated to the account of each of the several
counties in the amounts to be determined as follows: There shall be an initial allocation of one-fourth 
in the ratio of county area to state area, one-fourth in the ratio of the total county population to the
total population of the state in accordance with the latest available federal census, and one-half in the 
ratio of the total "second gas tax" collected on retail sales or use in each county to the total collected
in all counties of the state during the previous fiscal year. If the annual debt service requirements of
any obligations issued for any county, including any deficiencies for prior years, secured under
paragraph (2) of this subsection, exceeds the amount which would be allocated to that county under
the formula set out in this paragraph, the amounts allocated to other counties shall be reduced
proportionately. 

(5)  Funds allocated under paragraphs (2) and (4) of this subsection shall be administered by the
state board of administration created under Article IV, Section 4 said Article IX, Section 16, of the 
Constitution of 1885, as amended, and which is continued as a body corporate for the life of this
subsection 9(c). The board shall remit the proceeds of the "second gas tax" in each county account
for use in said county as follows: eighty per cent to the state agency supervising the state road
system and twenty per cent to the governing body of the county. The percentage allocated to the
county may be increased by general law. The proceeds of the "second gas tax" subject to allocation
to the several counties under this paragraph (5) shall be used first, for the payment of obligations
pledging revenues allocated pursuant to Article IX, Section 16, of the Constitution of 1885, as
amended, and any refundings thereof; second, for the payment of debt service on bonds issued as
provided by this paragraph (5) to finance the acquisition and construction of roads as defined by law;
and third, for the acquisition and construction of roads and for road maintenance as authorized by
law. When authorized by law, state bonds pledging the full faith and credit of the state may be issued
without any election: (i) to refund obligations secured by any portion of the "second gas tax" allocated
to a county under Article IX, Section 16, of the Constitution of 1885, as amended; (ii) to finance the
acquisition and construction of roads in a county when approved by the governing body of the county
and the state agency supervising the state road system; and (iii) to refund obligations secured by any
portion of the "second gas tax" allocated under paragraph 9(c)(4). No such bonds shall be issued
unless a state fiscal agency created by law has made a determination that in no state fiscal year will
the debt service requirements of the bonds and all other bonds secured by the pledged portion of the
"second gas tax" allocated to the county exceed seventy-five per cent of the pledged portion of the 
"second gas tax" allocated to that county for the preceding state fiscal year, of the pledged net tolls
from existing facilities collected in the preceding state fiscal year, and of the annual average net tolls
anticipated during the first five state fiscal years of operation of new projects to be financed, and of
any other legally available pledged revenues collected in the preceding state fiscal year. Bonds
issued pursuant to this subsection shall be payable primarily from the pledged tolls, the pledged
portions of the "second gas tax" allocated to that county, and any other pledged revenue, and shall
mature not later than forty years from the date of issuance. 



SECTION 22.  Executive branch reform.-- 

(a) The amendments contained in this revision shall take effect January 7, 2003, but shall govern with
respect to the qualifying for and the holding of primary elections in 2002. The office of chief financial
officer shall be a new office as a result of this revision. 

(b) In the event the secretary of state is removed as a cabinet office in the 1998 general election, the
term "custodian of state records" shall be substituted for the term "secretary of state" throughout the
constitution and the duties previously performed by the secretary of state shall be as provided by law.

  

  

  

  


