
Reference:  

Article IV, Section 10; Article V, Section 3 

Ballot Title:  

Supreme Court Opinion on Proposed Initiatives 

Ballot Summary:  

Provides that the Attorney General shall, as directed by general law, request the Supreme Court to 
render an expeditious advisory opinion as to the validity of an initiative petition which proposes an 
amendment to the State Constitution, and requires the Supreme Court to issue an advisory opinion 
upon request of the Attorney General, and by rule to permit interested persons to be heard on the 
questions presented by the Attorney General. 

Full Text:  

ARTICLE IV 

EXECUTIVE 

SECTION 10. Attorney general.--The attorney general shall, as directed by general law, request the 
opinion of the justices of the supreme court as to the validity of any initiative petition circulated 
pursuant to Section 3 of Article XI. The justices shall, subject to their rules of procedure, permit 
interested persons to be heard on the questions presented and shall render their written opinion 
expeditiously. 

ARTICLE V 

JUDICIARY 

SECTION 3. Supreme court.-- 

(a) ORGANIZATION.--The supreme court shall consist of seven justices. Of the seven justices, each 
appellate district shall have at least one justice elected or appointed from the district to the supreme 
court who is a resident of the district at the time of his original appointment or election. Five justices 
shall constitute a quorum. The concurrence of four justices shall be necessary to a decision. When 
recusals for cause would prohibit the court from convening because of the requirements of this 
section, judges assigned to temporary duty may be substituted for justices. 

(b) JURISDICTION.--The supreme court: 

(1) Shall hear appeals from final judgments of trial courts imposing the death penalty and from 
decisions of district courts of appeal declaring invalid a state statute or a provision of the state 
constitution. 

(2) When provided by general law, shall hear appeals from final judgments entered in proceedings for 
the validation of bonds or certificates of indebtedness and shall review action of statewide agencies 
relating to rates or service of utilities providing electric, gas, or telephone service. 



(3) May review any decision of a district court of appeal that expressly declares valid a state statute, 
or that expressly construes a provision of the state or federal constitution, or that expressly affects a 
class of constitutional or state officers, or that expressly and directly conflicts with a decision of 
another district court of appeal or of the supreme court on the same question of law. 

(4) May review any decision of a district court of appeal that passes upon a question certified by it to 
be of great public importance, or that is certified by it to be in direct conflict with a decision of another 
district court of appeal. 

(5) May review any order or judgment of a trial court certified by the district court of appeal in which 
an appeal is pending to be of great public importance, or to have a great effect on the proper 
administration of justice throughout the state, and certified to require immediate resolution by the 
supreme court. 

(6) May review a question of law certified by the Supreme Court of the United States or a United 
States Court of Appeals which is determinative of the cause and for which there is no controlling 
precedent of the supreme court of Florida. 

(7) May issue writs of prohibition to courts and all writs necessary to the complete exercise of its 
jurisdiction. 

(8) May issue writs of mandamus and quo warranto to state officers and state agencies. 

(9) May, or any justice may, issue writs of habeas corpus returnable before the supreme court or any 
justice, a district court of appeal or any judge thereof, or any circuit judge. 

(10) Shall, when requested by the attorney general pursuant to the provisions of Section 10 of Article 
IV, render an advisory opinion of the justices, addressing issues as provided by general law. 

(c) CLERK AND MARSHAL.--The supreme court shall appoint a clerk and a marshal who shall hold 
office during the pleasure of the court and perform such duties as the court detects. Their 
compensation shall be fixed by general law. The marshal shall have the power to execute the process 
of the court throughout the state, and in any county may deputize the sheriff or a deputy sheriff for 
such purpose. 

  


