
Reference:  

Article IV, Section 4; Article V, Section 17 

Ballot Title:  

Authority of Attorney General to Appoint a Statewide Prosecutor 

Ballot Summary:  

Proposes to grant to the Attorney General authority to appoint a statewide prosecutor having 
concurrent jurisdiction with the state attorneys to prosecute multicircuit violations of the criminal laws 
of the state. 

Full Text:  

ARTICLE IV 

EXECUTIVE 

SECTION 4. Cabinet.-- 

(a) There shall be a cabinet composed of a secretary of state, an attorney general, a comptroller, a 
treasurer, a commissioner of agriculture and a commissioner of education. In addition to the powers 
and duties specified herein, they shall exercise such powers and perform such duties as may be 
prescribed by law. 

(b) The secretary of state shall keep the records of the official acts of the legislative and executive 
departments. 

(c) The attorney general shall be the chief state legal officer. There is created in the office of the 
attorney general the position of statewide prosecutor. The statewide prosecutor shall have concurrent 
jurisdiction with the state attorneys to prosecute violations of criminal laws occurring or having 
occurred, in two or more judicial circuits as part of a related transaction, or when any such offense is 
affecting or has affected two more more judicial circuits as provided by general law. The statewide 
prosecutor shall be appointed by the attorney general from not less than three persons nominated by 
the judicial nominating commission for the supreme court, or as otherwise provided by general law. 

(d) The comptroller shall serve as the chief fiscal officer of the state, and shall settle and approve 
accounts against the state. 

(e) The treasurer shall keep all state funds and securities. He shall disburse state funds only upon the 
order of the comptroller. Such order may be in any form and may require the disbursement of state 
funds by electronic means or by means of a magnetic tape or any other transfer medium. 

(f) The commissioner of agriculture shall have supervision of matters pertaining to agriculture except 
as otherwise provided by law. 

(g) The commissioner of education shall supervise the public education system in the manner 
prescribed by law. 



ARTICLE V 

JUDICIARY 

SECTION 17. State attorneys.--In each judicial circuit a state attorney shall be elected for a term of 
four years. Except as otherwise provided in this constitution, he shall be the prosecuting officer of all 
trial courts in that circuit and shall perform other duties prescribed by general law; provided, however, 
when authorized by general law, the violations of all municipal ordinances may be prosecuted by 
municipal prosecutors. A state attorney shall be an elector of the state and reside in the territorial 
jurisdiction of the circuit. He shall be and have been a member of the bar of Florida for the preceding 
five years. He shall devote full time to his duties, and he shall not engage in the private practice of 
law. State attorneys shall appoint such assistant state attorneys as may be authorized by law. 

  


